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Vol 45 #3                         DECEMBER HOTLINE 
DECEMBER 2015   VERO BEACH BRANCH 

Gail DeGioia, Editor 

 

Have a Wonderful Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
 

 HOLIDAY TEA 

Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 3:00 pm 

Indian River Shores Community Center 
6001 N HWY. A1A Vero Beach 

Short Business Meeting 
Youth Tutoring Opportunities by new member Chris Ryall, PhD. 

Mentor Trainer, Indian River Mentor Collaborative 
http://ircmentorcollaborative.org  

Please bring an unwrapped book for a Pre-K through 3rd Grade child 

(e.g. board books, picture books, easy readers, not chapter books) 

 
Entertainment:  

Vero Beach High School Show Choir 

Bring a friend to enjoy sounds of the season! 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
Okay, I’m about to describe a triangle that I believe 
is our core: It’s About Us, it’s About Women & 
Girls, and it’s About the Quality of Our Programs. 

 

 

 

   
  

We have been known for 
thought-provoking programs for years, and thanks 
to Pat Blossom, Sylvia LaRocca, Jean Wengen-
roth, Kyp Wasiuk, Flora Balu, Lois Miles, Linda 
Clerch and many others, we are keeping that tradi-
tion alive this season.  We have many excellent 
programs scheduled.  They will enrich us, focus on 
women and girls in Indian River County, and im-
press our guests.  Hopefully  our guests’ experi-
ence will inspire them to join us and strengthen our 
membership core. 

The program that brings us the most guests is our 
Book Review Breakfast Series, which began on 
November 9.  We had a record number of guests. 
The next Book Breakfast Review will be very 
popular.  When you see a person with a paste-on 
nametag, please welcome her or him, ask if they 
would like to sit with you, introduce them to others, 
and make them feel comfortable.  We all know 
how difficult it can be for a visitor to feel like she or 
he “fits in;” let’s make sure we make them feel wel-
come. 

Thank you to all members—you all make our 
branch attractive to guests. 

 

 Our AAUW Public Policy Group will meet 
 on the following Friday afternoons at 2 PM at 
the Village Loft (in the Village Shops), 6220a 
Highway A1A, stairs across from Citron Bistro. 

 November 20 
 December 18 
 January 15 
 February 12 
 March 11  
 April 22 
 May 20 

 Our two major initiatives this season will be: 

 “Why go to college? Day” at the Hibiscus 
Children’s Center.  Call Jan Mclachlan if 
you’re interested in contributing to and 
speaking at this event 

 Equal Pay Day events on April 12, 2016.  
Call Suzanne Jones if you’re interested in 
contributing to this event. 

 You’ll hear more about both events in 
 Hotlines. 

 
 Please add these changes to your 

handbook. 
 
 Gail French 
 978-9060 

 

 Barbara Mandell 
 2350 Indian Creek Blvd. W. apt D112 
 VB 32966 
7 72-794-1719 

About Women & Girls 

About Us About the Quality of Our 
Programs 

Dear Linda: 

I have been meaning to email you for a few weeks to say 
how impressed I am with the AAUW meeting schedule! 
Congratulations on putting together an outstanding pro-
gram. I will spread the word! 
Lenora A. Ritchie, APR, CFRE, Executive Director, 
The Robert F. and Eleonora W. McCabe Foundation 
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BOOK REVIEW BREAKFAST + DISCUSSION 

Go Set a Watchman, by Harper Lee 
 

Join us to hear about the most intriguing and controversial book of the season:  Go Set a 
Watchman by Harper Lee.  Charlotte Terry and Marie Steifel will review this sequel to To 
Kill a Mockingbird for the AAUW Vero Beach Book Review Breakfast + Discussion on De-
cember 14, 2015 at the Richardson Center on the Mueller Campus of Indian River State Col-
lege, 6155 College Lane, Vero Beach at 9:30am. 

Go Set a Watchman is one of the most publicized (hyped?) novels in years.  It is set two 
decades after Harper Lee’s beloved Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece, To Kill a Mocking-
bird in the same town of Maycomb, Alabama. 

[From Amazon.com]:  “Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch—‘Scout’—returns home from 
New York City to visit her aging father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights 
tensions and political turmoil that were transforming the South, Jean Louise's homecoming 
turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town, and 
the people dearest to her. Memories from her childhood flood back, and her values and as-
sumptions are thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the iconic characters from To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a young woman, and a world, in pain-
ful yet necessary transition out of the past—a journey that can only be guided by one's own 
conscience.” 

As a Board member of the Laura Riding Jackson Foundation, Marie Stiefel (left) focuses on 
writing programs, especially for high school students.  Marie is also a Trustee of the Vero 
Beach Museum. 

Charlotte Terry (right), President of the Board of the Laura Riding Jackson Foundation, a 
founding member and President of the Indian River Literary Society, and the lead broker with 
Charlotte Terry Real Estate Group of Alex MacWilliam, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Marie Stiefel and Charlotte Terry 



4 

Pot Luck Supper Kickoff 
We had an abundance of delicious food at our Pot Luck Supper Kickoff on 
October 12th.  We also had a team of speakers who pulled at our heart-
strings, talking about their experience as Guardians for neglected and 
abused children in the courts and in the schools.  Thanks to Gail Griffith of 
Guardian ad Litem (GAL) and Patty Walker, also of GAL and two of our 
members who have been Guardians:  Olive Detering and Paula Hardin.  
Thanks also to Fraser Allport, a new GAL Ambassador, who has agreed to 
serve as our GAL coordinator.  If you would like to become a Guardian or 
like more information, please contact Fraser at 772-925-1601 or 
info@fraserallport.com. 

Thanks also to Jean Wengenroth, who organized the hospitality, and her 
team of Mavis Champion, Kathy Luke, Eva Lundberg, Joan Foster, Pat Blos-
som, Lois Miles and Linda Clerch. 

Here’s a picture of a GAL girl holding a sign that says, “My GAL is always 
here for me.” Next to her is one of our new banners. 

[Ellen Rantz and Marian Wenzel are in the background.] 

$120 Scholarship Fund 

     

On October 12 at our Pot Luck Supper, Jean Wengenroth won the 50/50 prize.  She decided not to keep 
it but to give it to Guardian ad Litem (GAL) along with the other 50%.  We gave GAL a check for $ 120, 
which they are putting into a scholarship fund for girls that a donor had already set up.  Thank you, Jean, 
for your generosity, and thank all of you who purchased a ticket! 

 

 

 

EVENING READING GROUP 

Are you interested in joining an Evening Reading Group?  Would you be interested 
in volunteering as the Chair?   Please let me know by e-mail            

LCMTONE@BELLSOUTH. NET   or phone   772-564-7038. 

PARTY BRIDGE 

AAUW Party Bridge is being reorganized.   Members that are part of Party Bridge, or members that would 
like to join Party Bridge, please contact me and leave your information.   Linda Mattone---home phone 

Attention Mah Jongg players: 
 

I am forming a group that will begin in the new year.   Anyone in interested in playing National Mah Jongg 
League games in the afternoon, please contact Gail French @gigifrenchcat62@gmail .com.  

mailto:info@fraserallport.com
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Do you ever wish someone would simply appear and help you with your new computer?  Or teach you how to get 
messages off your phone? Or offer you respite from care giving?  Or simply go to lunch?  These are just a few exam-
ples of the many ways members can help members in our new Members Helping Members service.  We can all learn 
a lot from each other!   

Joyce Burkett will compile a list of members who are willing to be helpers, so please send her your willingness at  

AAUWmembershelpingmembers@outlook.com. 

When Joyce receives a request from a member, she and Judy Ragnone will email a description of the need to those 
who signed up, and you can reply if you are able to assist.   

 

If you would like help with some tasks contact Joyce at the same email address: 

AAUWmembershelpingmembers@outlook.com. 

or fill out the request form that follows. 

 
Your AAUW friends, 

 Joyce Burkett and Judy Ragnone  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Request for Members Helping Members 

 
  I would like a member of AAUW to help me _________________________________ 

    ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
  Name ______________________________  Phone Number ___________________ 

 
  Sent request to:   

                   Joyce Burkett 
                  113 Hinchman Ave. 
                   Sebastian, FL.  32958 

 
Or email her at:  AAUWmembershelpingmembers@outlook.com 

 

mailto:AAUWmembershelpingmembers@outlook.com
mailto:AAUWmembershelpingmembers@outlook.com
mailto:AAUWmembershelpingmembers@outlook.com
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YEAR-END TAX PLANNING OPPORTUNITY! 
 

The month of March is the AAUW donation month, and in March of this year, we asked you for dona-
tions to either the national AAUW Fund or our Local Program Fund.  Many of you took advantage of 
the opportunity to make tax-deductible contributions to either or both of these funds, and to you we 
once again say “Thank you!”   

Others of you were not members in March or did not contribute at that time.  Don’t miss your chance 
to take advantage of the opportunity.  If you’d like to save on taxes for 2015, you’ll have to 
hurry.  You’ll need to act before December 31.  The two choices remain:  The AAUW Fund and the 
Local Fund.  

 
The AAUW Fund needs donations to sustain the following programs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you contribute to our Local Program Fund, established in 2014, you will be supporting scholar-
ships, grants and programs for women and girls in Indian River County. 

You may give to either fund to honor a special person or event or in memory of someone. Take ad-
vantage of this year-end tax deduction.  Make a check out to AAUW VB and designate in the memo 
line either AAUW Fund or LPF.   

Send it to:  AAUW Vero Beach, PO Box 2143, Vero Beach, FL 32961. 

 

Gratefully, Martha Kucinsky 
Director of Development 
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Reminder!  Any prospective member can attend any Study/
Interest Group once before they join.  They might like to get a taste of these meetings         

before making a commitment. 

ACTIVITIES 
Date  Time 

2  1 pm   Bridge 1, (1st  Wednesday of month) Call Mary Gorman  at 231-2200 

4 11:30  Lunch Bunch, Baci Trattoria, 1918 14th Ave., VB 772-794-4747, Call Sylvia   
   LaRocca 559-2172 

6  3 pm  Holiday Tea, Indian River Shores community Center, 6001 N Hwy A1A, Vero 
   Beach High School show Choir 

8 1:30pm Reading Group 5, (2nd Tuesday of month) Hostess,  Martha Habeshian, 4540 8th 
   Place SW, VB, 32968, 770-5702 

9 1:30pm Reading Group 2 (2nd Wednesday of Month) Hostess, Angeles Davis, 32964,      
   234-5201 

9 1:30 pm Reading Group 4, (2nd Wednesday of month) Hostess,  Anita Bull, 4141 Ocean 
   Drive #303, VB, 231-4382 

10 12 pm, Bridge 2,(2nd and 4th Thursday of month) Call Eleanor Wade, 778-4605 

11 10am  Reading Group 6, (2nd Friday of month) Hostess, Sandra Lackas,  5840 West
   wood  Place, VB, 32967, 770-2977 

15 9:30 am Reading Group I,( 3rd Tuesday of each month) Indian River Estates West, Fire 
   place, Library, Call Margaret Heinrich 299-014315 

18 2pm  Public Policy, Village Loft (in the Village Shops), (Third Friday of the month)    
   6220a, Highway A1A, stairs across from Citron Bistro. 

20  10 am  Reading Group 3 (3rd Monday of month) Hostess, Gail French, 1820 Oak Grove 
   Court, VB, 32966, 978-9060, gigifrenchcat62@gmail.com 

22 1:30 pm Creative Writing, (3rd Tuesday of month),  Hostess, Ann Streeter, 5300 N A1A 
   #309, VB, 32963, 321-8417 
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Vero Beach Branch 
PO Box 2043 
Vero Beach, FL 32961 


